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5 TECHNICAL BULLETIN

Date February 20, 2025 Distribution Castrol Distributors
Castrol Customers

Bulletin # 2024-04

Sales
Category | X[PCO HD MCco Marketing
Urgency High Medium | X [ Info Only GBS / Cust. Mgmt.
GLT Technology
Subject ILSAC GF-7/API SQ upgrade |dea Factor

Technical update

ILSAC GF-7 and API SQ are the latest industry spec upgrades for passenger car motor oils. First
license date to claim the new spec on pack label is March 31, 2025. Like previous category upgrades,
claim of ILSAC GF-7 and API SQ requires improved oil performance in engine and bench tests.

Highlights of the new specification changes include improvements in fuel economy (Seq VI engine test),
prevention of deposit formation (Seq IITH engine test), the addition of aged oil LSPI (Low Speed Pre-
Ignition) testing (Seq IX engine test) and the addition of a sulfated ash bench test. In addition, tests are
being added to measure oil gelation prevention and oil compatibility with new seals materials.

Many Castrol products already meet the new ILSAC GF-7 and API SQ specs. These products include:

EDGE® GTX® Full Synthetic
EDGE® Extended Performance GTX® Full Synthetic High Mileage
EDGE® High Mileage

Although these products already meet the new spec requirements, we can not reflect this information on
pack until the first license date of March 31, 2025.

Our GTX ® and GTX® High Mileage brands will transition later this year soon after first license date.
This will be a soft label transition, with no change to part numbers/UPC’s. Updates to packaging will be
managed as existing inventory is depleted, so we expect to have a mix of product claiming ILSAC GF-

7/API SQ and others with ILSAC GF-6/API SP until the transition is complete.

As part of the GF-7 transition, we will be launching a new claims set (“7 Critical Areas) which is based
on our outstanding product performance in the industry standard tests associated with the new spec.

Action required.

Please review the information above and cascade as appropriate.

Any questions should be directed toward your local Castrol Sales Representative. In
the event you do not have a contact please email contactus@bp.com for assistance.
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